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beyond the Almagest, and hence he here deals only with whole chords, just as Ptolemy had taught.
C.   SECOND PERIOD.
FROM THE MIDDLE AGES TO THE MIDDLE OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY.
Of the mathematicians outside of Germany in this period, Vieta made a most important advance by his introduction of the reciprocal triangle of a spherical triangle. In Germany the science was advanced by Regiomontanus and in its elements was presented with such skill and thorough knowledge that the plan laid out by him has remained in great part up to the present day. Peurbach had already formed the plan of writing a trigonometry but was prevented by death. Regiomontanus was able to carry out Peurbach's Idea by writing a complete plane and spherical trigonometry. After a brief geometric introduction Regiomon-tanus's trigonometry begins with the right-angled triangle, the formulae needed for its computation being derived in terms of the sine alone and illustrated by numerical examples. The theorems on the right-angled triangle are used for the calculation of the equilateral and isosceles triangles. Then follow the principal cases of the oblique angled triangle of which the first (a from a, b, c) is treated with much detail. The second book contains the sine theorem and a